


Construction on new facility is underway
     After a September groundbreaking ceremony, 
construction crews mobilized and began work on 
the most ambitious project Hospitality House 
has seen in its 24 years of service to the homeless. 
Nearly three months into the process, crews are 
making great strides to stay on schedule and have 
the facility ready by next fall.   
     “Construction is proceeding as quickly as  
possible given the amount of rain we have recently 
experienced, said David Patrick Moses, Architect. 
“Grading for the building pad is almost complete 
and retaining wall construction should start early December. We are all very excited as we 
watch the construction progress unfold,” he said.
     �e 18,500 square foot facility will accommodate 62 residents and o�er separation for 
individuals and families with children. �e agency will also add more permanent housing 
options for those who have been through the other programs at Hospitality House.    
     Perhaps the most exciting aspect of a new shelter is the vision of enhanced services to 
those in crisis. “With enhanced space and the generous support of donors, we will be able 
to provide many needed services that will enable us to continue helping people rebuild 
their lives,” said Lynne Mason, Executive Director. “We plan to o�er health screenings, 
on-site job training and continuing education just to name a few.”
      �e new facility is located at 338 Brook Hollow Road in Boone, adjacent to the  
Hunger Coalition. For more information, contact Jill Kuykendall at 828.262.3461.

     As winter ascends on 
the High Country, we 
bundle up in coats, hats 
and gloves. Warm winter 
blankets are placed on 
beds. And we light a �re 
or turn up the thermostat 
in order to keep warm.
However, those who �nd 
themselves in a crisis or 
homeless situation often 
do not have these basic 
necessities available. 
     You can help by  
donating new or gently 
used winter gear to Hos-
pitality House. If you 
would like to donate any 
of the items listed below, 
simply bring them by the 
Emergency Shelter located 
at 302 West King Street in 
Downtown Boone.
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     If you plan to donate 
clothing or outerwear, 
consider a variety of sizes. 
Hospitality House serves 
both adults and children. 
Together we can ensure 
those who do not have a 
home this winter will stay 
warm.

Help those 
in crisis stay 
warm 
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     What do you get when you combine the enthusiasm  
and creative ideas of women passionate about helping those  
in crisis and an organization working diligently to help people  
rebuild their lives? A partnership that reaches beyond volun-
teerism, raising awareness and funding for Hospitality House.          
�at’s exactly what Kay Borkowski had in mind when she  
gathered a group of ladies in her home where Hearts of  
Hospitality got its start. By the end of that �rst meeting, there 
were 30 volunteer-members of the women’s auxiliary group.
     Over the past 15 years, Hearts of Hospitality has raised 
nearly $200,000 for furnishings, repairs, heating system, appli-
ances, beds, mattresses, kitchen supplies and has helped with 

several special community events to raise 
funds for the new shelter. �e Hearts of Hospitality has also  
helped secure the future of the agency with a $5,000 gift to the 
Endowment Fund.
     In its �rst �scal year of operation, Hearts of Hospitality hosted 
a holiday ball to raise funds for Hospitality House. �e event has 
evolved over the years into a Valentine Ball that takes place in early 
February. �e event includes a silent auction, dinner and a dance 
contest. 
     �e 2010 Valentine Ball will be a special anniversary for the 
group. �e dance takes place on Saturday Feb. 6, 2010 from 6:30 
p.m. until 11:30 at the Broyhill Inn - Helen Powers Grand Hall       
Tickets are $75 each and the event is semi-formal -black-tie 
optional.  
     �is year’s dance will include an exciting lineup of contestants. 
Ball attendees may vote for their favorite dancing couple by donat-
ing one dollar per vote either in advance or during the contest. For 

more information, contact Rose Bridgeman at 828.264.2733. 

Dancers, both professional 
and amateur, performed for 
an adoring crowd at the 2009 
Hearts Ball.

Hearts of Hospitality celebrates 15 years  
of service to Hospitality House

Hearts of Hospitality 
founder, Kay Borkowski 
and husband Frank 
took home the trophy as 
the winners of the 2009 
dance contest.

New program helps prevent homelessness

Finding a new life one day at a time
     Joe has had his share of tough luck. With a string of unfor-
tunate events and a battle with addiction and depression, he 
recently found himself homeless. When Joe arrived at Hospitality 
House, he was at his lowest point. Without a job or a place to 
call home, it was his only hope. 
     He knew it was time to begin making the changes his friends 
and family had encouraged for so many years. He was ready for 
a new life. Since coming to the Hospitality House, Joe has been 
substance free for over 100 days and is working with sta� on  
a housing plan. He is currently a resident in the transitional 
housing program where residents are given the support and 
guidance they need to move into stable housing and become a 
productive part of the community again.  
      “I am truly grateful for Hospitality House. �ey certainly 
helped me to get back on my feet and are helping a lot of others 
do so too,” said Joe.  
     Joe is working with his family’s Christmas tree business, selling trees this season in 
order to save needed funds to pay for housing. A donation will be made by the family 
farm to Hospitality House based upon his sales. His sister says she is excited to support 
the agency because of the positive changes she has witnessed in Joe. 
     Joe hopes to in�uence others to begin the process of rebuilding their lives. “I look  
forward to doing the next right thing,” he said. “I’m working on moving out of Hospital-
ity House into my own place so someone else who needs a home has the chance I did.”

Joe is a resident in the 
transitional housing pro-
gram where he is work-
ing on a stable income 
and a housing plan.

     Hospitality House recently received funding through the Homelessness Prevention 
and Rapid Rehousing Program (HPRP) which will allow the agency to provide enhanced 
services to those who are in danger of becoming homeless or already experiencing homeless-
ness. �e grant was awarded to the Northwestern Continuum of Care, of which Hospitality 
House is a participant.
     �e HPRP program is being administered through the Hospitality House as part of  
WeCAN. �e grant will make funds available to assist people with rent, rental deposits, 
utility payments and utility deposits needed to help keep families in housing. Funds will 
also enable the agency to further assist the homeless with getting back into stable housing. 
     �e HPRP grant has even allowed Hospitality House to hire full-time employee,  
Jennifer McGee, who will coordinate both HPRP and WeCAN. �e grant comes at the 
perfect time as WeCAN has already expended $17,000 in homelessness prevention in the 
�rst �ve months of the �scal year compared to $7,000 for the last �scal year.
     For more information on this or other assistance programs o�ered by Hospitality House, 
call 828.264.1237.

Crews work diligently to construct the 
new shelter to house the homeless.


